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Jan 9: An electoral council appointed by the military- dominated government junta disqualified
eight former associates of the Duvalier dictators from running in the Jan. 17 elections. Eleven
candidates were authorized to run. Some of the rejected candidates, including former finance
minister Clovis Desinor and ex-military chief Claud Traymond sought to appeal the decision
before the Supreme Tribunal. The government has threatened fines of $200 and imprisonment
of up to two years for anyone urging abstention from the voting. Jan. 12: In an interview with
AP, three principal presidential candidates said they recognized that the army was the dominant
factor in domestic politics, and that the generals had little interest in investigating human rights
abuses. They nonetheless assured AP they would not be manipulated by the armed forces. "A
viable political solution for democracy in Haiti cannot be found without the army," said Leslie
Manigat, a 57-year-old politician who spent several years in exile. Another candidate, 51-year-old
lawyer Gregoire Eugene, claimed that he would not be pressured by the military if he wins the
upcoming elections. The four principal candidates in the aborted Nov. 29 elections have boycotted
the elections organized by the military-dominated government. They also issued a call for citizens
to abstain from voting, and have received support from over 50 religious, political, organized labor,
business, student and peasant groups. These groups have formed a coalition called the "Democratic
Accord Group." Marc Bazin, former economist at the World Bank, and leader of the coalition told
Radio Metropole that his group intends to call a general strike on Jan. 16 to protest the fraudulent
elections. Jan. 14: State Department spokesperson Charles Redman said the Haitian elections
would not meet congressional requirements for the resumption of US aid to Haiti. He said, "We
have viewed the way they are set up as flawed." Redman called on the Haitian junta "to prevent
violence against all Haitian citizens on voting day, something it clearly did not do on Nov. 29." As
part of a long-scheduled exercise, the US Navy has reportedly positioned 33 ships, joined by eight
ships from allied nations, in Atlantic waters ranging from the Carolinas to Puerto Rico. Available
for amphibious landings are 2,400 Marines. US officials said the fleet could be used if necessary to
evacuate foreigners or otherwise intervene in Haiti. Jan. 15: Dozens of peasant farmers interviewed
by AP in villages north of the capital said they didn't know the names of the candidates, nor did
they know the location of polling sites. They said they would vote only if forced to do so. Jan. 16: A
general strike to protest Sunday's presidential elections brought Port-au-Prince to a standstill. Most
stores, offices and factories were closed, and only a small number of street vendors were at work.
According to the New York Times, tens of thousands of capital city residents left the city to stay
with relatives and friends until after the elections. During radio and television broadcasts, Namphy
said that Haiti was "threatened from inside and out." Participation in the election, he said, would
contribute to "the establishment of peace and stability." Some Haitians believe Namphy favors
candidate Gerard Philippe Auguste, who as an agronomist spent 33 years in exile in Africa as a
field representative of the UN Food and Agriculture Organization. While Auguste denies he is the
General's candidate, he blames the bloody outcome of the Nov. 29 elections on the independent
electoral council that Namphy refused to support or protect. Jan. 17: Elections were held but voting
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appeared to be light. Disorganization and irregularities, such as multiple ballot-casting, voting by
children, and failure to observe basic procedures for secret balloting, were widespread throughout
the country. Although armored cars and truckloads of troops patrolled the capital, there was no
violence. A few packed trucks and buses transported people to the polls in Port-au-Prince. The
drivers said they were being paid by candidates. According to the Washington Post, Western
journalists who visited a total of about 40 polling stations in 14 communities reported general
confusion over voting procedures and frequent cases of vote fraud. In almost every case, voters'
identifications were not checked, and about 90% of ballot boxes seen by the reporters were unsealed.
According to these observers, election officials usually inspected voters' ballots as they were cast,
and numerous children were allowed to vote. Vote-buying also occurred. Reporters in the capital
saw voters at the city hall waving five gourde ($1) notes they said they had been paid to vote for
Manigat. A Manigat campaign worker in Cap Haitien, Serge Mofistan, explained to a US journalist
that he gave Manigat slips to illiterate voters who had requested ballots for other candidates, but
could not read them to know the difference. Two presidential candidates told the New York Times
that they believed favoritism was being shown to candidate Leslie Manigat. Bazin, one of the four
leading candidates who withdrew from the race, estimated that "no more than" 4 to 6% of the
3 million Haitians over 18 and eligible to vote took part in the election. Jan. 18: The government
defended the elections as "beautifully" done. According to a statement by the government on
a national radio station not enough Haitians stayed away from the polls and the level of fraud
was not sufficient "to conclude that the balloting was a failure." Several candidates charged
widespread fraud. Opposition leaders said the elections were not credible due to irregularities
and extremely low voter turn-out. A candidate in Sunday's election, Gregoire Eugene, accused the
army of supporting Leslie Manigat at the behest of the US. Eugene cited examples to the Times
in which he said the army had favored Manigat. In the capital, he asserted, the officers at police
headquarters were asked to vote for Manigat. In Gonaives soldiers distributed ballots for Manigat.
In the town of Trou, soldiers in the main barracks were urged to vote for Manigat. Eugene said Gen.
Regala, along with Namphy and civilian Luc D. Hector had ordered the country's nine regional
military commanders to support Manigat. Candidate Leslie Manigat agreed with the government's
assessment of the election, saying that foreign journalists have spread "disinformation to the point
of intoxification" about Haiti and its elections. Asked by the Washington Post if there was a danger
of his serving as a figurehead president for the Army, Manigat said, "All the foreign journalists ask
the same question." The Army's and president's relationship should be "the relationship dictated
by the constitution it's as simple as that." "The Army is an important political institution in Haiti,"
Manigat said. "Without the Army, there is no viable political solution to the Haitian question. So,
it's necessary to have a dialogue with the Army." [Manigat is a French-educated political scientist
who went into exile a few years after Francois Duvalier came to power. Manigat taught in Venezuela
for many years and was linked to the Socialist International, but he is seen by observers as having
swung to the political right.] Reuters reported that Canadian External Affairs Minister Joe Clark said
the low voter turnout up to 98% abstention "was a clear indication by the Haitian people that the
election was not a true democratic process" and said his government will not accept the outcome.
Canada is Haiti's third-largest bilateral aid donor. Opposition activist, Eddy Volel, an aide to
Christian Democratic leader and ex-presidential candidate Sylvio Claude, cited by the Washington
Post, called the election "a sorry defeat" for the opposition. "It's a tradition in Haiti that whoever has
the guns has the final word against the will of the people." Jan. 19: State Department spokesperson
Charles Redman said he did not know whether there will be a runoff election as required in the
Haitian constitution if no candidate wins a majority of the vote. Another State Department official
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told the Washington Post that it was unlikely that the administration could accept the results of
the runoff election as fair, even if the vote is substantially larger than the extremely low turnout
reported Sunday. A total of $78.7 million in US aid to Haiti for the current fiscal year was suspended
in November until a government based on free and fair elections takes office in Haiti. About $30
million for anti-poverty and food aid distributed through nongovernmental organizations was
not suspended. Redman said the US has no intention of cutting off that flow because "it benefits
the Haitian people directly, and does not go through the Haitian government." A French Foreign
Ministry spokesman in Paris said the results of the vote were practically meaningless. Low voter
participation and other factors, he said, "limit the significance of the result, which has yet to be
officially proclaimed." After the US, France is Haiti's largest aid donor. Jan. 19: The government
had not yet reported on election results. The civic opposition coalition requested that foreign
governments refuse to recognize the announced winner. US State Department spokesperson
Redman said US economic and military aid will not be resumed, but no further sanctions will be
imposed. The election results, said Redman, "are clouded by the lack of a secret ballot and the
absence of those candidates who earlier had demonstrated significant appeal to the voters. "Though
we take note of the fact some Haitians did vote, it is not possible to portray Sunday's voting as fully
free and open. The US government is gratified that these elections took place in an atmosphere free
of violence. However, the quality of these elections does not allow us to put Haiti in the category
of countries that have completed a transition to democracy." Officials said the US has too many
interests in Haiti to forfeit a diplomatic relationship. "We would expect to maintain relations with
whatever government comes out of this," Redman said. A State official cited by the New York Times
spoke of Leslie Manigat in positive terms. The official noted that before the November elections,
Manigat pledged to form a national unity cabinet that would include a broad political spectrum.
(Basic data from several reports by AP, New York Times, AFP, Washington Post)
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